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Telephone: 202/208-5424
Fax: 202/501-2500
Attn: Roy Francis

OIG FOIA Officer

Orifice of inspecior Generai
U.S. Department of the Interior
M3-5341, MIB

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240
202/208-4356

Fax: 202/219-1944

Attn; Lavrie Larson-Jackson

Re:  Freedom: of Information (FOIA) Request relating to the
D | ¢ of Interior. Mi s M Servi
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Establishing Oil

Yalue for Royalty Due on Federal Leases (64 Fed, Reg, 73819)

published December 30, 1999

Dear Madames and Sir:



January 14, 2000
Page 2

Fursuant to the Frecdom of Information Act ("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and the
Department's regulations, 43 C,F.R. Partl 2, we hereby request a copy of the documents
identified bclow. The scope of this request is intended to include documents located at afl
DOI offices, including all DOI regional, district and local offices. For purposes of this
request, the term "document” also includes, but is not limited to, any writing, report, letter,
manual, note, clectronic data, memorandum, guide, guidance, instruction, text,
correspondence, communication, computer data, drawings, graphs, charts, photographs and
any other data compilations from which the requested information can be obtained,

The term "document” also includes, but is not limited to, the following:
(1)  The identified docurnent(s) and all drafts of the document(s);

(2) The so-called "surname copy" of the document(s). which reflects which officiale
subordinate to the signer cleared the document(s) for his or her signature;

(3)  Briefiag papers and notes (including electronic notes and e-mail) of any
mE‘Efll’lES or other disenssions rpnnrd!ng the snhstance of the r‘nnument{c;};

- ) . -
(4)  Memoranda, including legal memoranda prepared on the Issees diseus

the document(s); and

(5) - Other documents received from or sent fo (1) jocal, city, state, tribal or other

[PUp——

Fedoral ““"p"!‘u'nﬁﬂ"“' -33‘““"'""“ ‘h“ the DO Nffinn of the T um}n;\..nu General A
(3) Members or Committees of Cnngrcsb.

We request the above informaiion for the following documents and materials:

(1) The MMS Further Notice of Prnposed Rulemaking on Establishing Qil Value
for Royalty Du¢ on Federal Leases (hereinafter "MMS Notice” pubiished
December 30, 1999 (64 F.R. 73819; states:

"In  feot..advice from MMS consultants (Innovction & Infnrmarior-
Coansultants, Ine; Micrengmiss, Yooy Read Consulilng Group; aid Siimmii
Resource Management, Inc.) found that: (1) sales prices are often above posted
prices ard are linked, in seme form, to market prices. such as spot or futures
prices, or represent premia ever posted prices; (2} major producers have Jew
truly outright sales; (3} most major producers use buy/sell exchanges; (4) there
are regtonal differences in the domestic crude oil market, particularly on the
West Coast and in the Rocky Mountain Region, owing (o differences in market
cpneaniratiae and -‘q‘-“-‘-?i'-'u-.'iuu‘_r IFJ EFaziiafre fuiivrs upuurm, ward I,J'j pu.:.u:u pnu:.s
Aave become a progressively less reliable indicator of the market value of crude
ail since the late 19805 "
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With respect v MMS® findings and assumptions as stated above as well as the
advice and findings of the above named and any other MMS consultant, pleasc
provide:

{(a) All  advice, reports, analyses, work products, memoranda,
correspondence and cther documents provided to or received by the
Department of Interior or the Minerals Management Service hy any
persch or organization rctained by the DOI or MMS as a cunsultant,
including but not limited to the above named consultants related or
relevant to oil royalties or the MMS proposed ofl valuation rule;

(b)  All reports, analyses, memoranda, work products, correspondence and
other documents provided by the Department of Interior or the
Minerals Management Service to any person or organization retained
hy the TH¥IT r MMS ac a coneultant, including but not Lmited to tha
above riamed consultants related or relevant to oil royalties or the MMS
propaced oil valuation rule,

Any and all reports, analyses, wark gproducts, momoranda,

corvespondence, and other documents which support or refute the

findings or analyses of the above named MMS consultants or any other

consultant. Please provnde all 24T and MMS cnuqucs, reviews and

rinuy a0 F wever amecaes et n smrmmler maaak ow

3-’:.‘1!_,.‘;2:. OF polr TN icw of ally COUSLCENYT 5 Wi n, and any and all o

peer reviews of any consnltant’s advice, findings, work products or

Fll 1Al ¥y ﬂlﬂ, d:ll.!'.l

A
17
"

Aniy of thi¢ Gocuments entuneraicd in (a) rough (c) above provided or
sent to the DOI or MMS from any other DOI ur MMS consultant
reiaied or relevani io oii royaiiies or the MMS proposed oii valuation
rule, but not specificaliy named in the preamble of ihe Notice.

Famn
-

2(a) -All documents related to the retention of any of ihe consultants named in the
MMS Notice, or any other MMS consul{ant refated or relevart to this notice
or oil valuation, (inclading any referrals, solicitations, quotations, requests for
quorations, bias, invitations for bids, proposed contracts, executed agreements,
fee agreements, or like documents);

(b)  All documents describing the scope of any requested consulting services
including all forms necessary to procure advice or services from each

consultant;
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(c) All documents related to the payment by the DOI or MMS for the
services of the above mentioned consultants, including bills, remittance
advice, invoices, or other payment documents, or any other documents
indicating or evidencing the amount paid to each of the above
mentioned consultants;

(d) Any of the documents enumerated in (a) through (c) above provided or
sent to the DOI or MMS from any other DOI or MMS consultant not
specifically named in the preamble of the Notice.

(3 All other documents relevant or related to the above stated findings including
documents evidencing DOI's or MMS’ review, adontion, or reiection of MMS?
consultant’s analysis or findings.

We arc willing to pay as a commercial entity for all reasonable costs associated with this FOIA
Reauest nn to and inclnding SE00 0N T tha racte acenciated with this TOTA requost excccd this

stated amount, we request that you contact us prior to commencement of any further work.

Should you determine that any of the requested information is exempt from d:sclo‘;urc, please

df"leP th’"h ﬂl“Pﬂ'Pf"V F\"ﬂr‘l‘l‘n* nnr'flnne u“rl hr‘-hnl l‘u ir s J'“""‘“ ‘%pn:}sﬂ thh ..“3“._‘_‘_ ‘_"_ ‘_l“._ uclcu:u
information and the reason for the deletion. This consent is intended to facilitate your
nrnmnt wmnnnnn and in nn u.r!:ny umn':as naie :::Ltl{:.“:::nt t“ Cﬁmﬁluw dm,m'i'icum ll_l ﬂi& Everii
that we are dcmed any document or any portion of any requested document, please identify

each document with particularity and spocily the statutory basis for the deiial of each

EmArAs FEIAAEEAAWARW TT AWEA

document or portion withheld and the names and titles of the persons responsibie for the
Aaninl

R R AN

We ask that your respoinsc be directed o the undersigued. We ivok forward to hearing from
you within twenty (20) working days pursuant to Section (a)(ﬁ)(A)(l) of the Act. It is
imiportant that the dociunenis requesied be {imely provided as it is essential to review the
requasted information prior to rcsponding to the MMS Notice and proposed rulemaking on

wilCii Commenis are curreniiy due January 31, Z(in.

- ..Thank yeu for your atiention to this matter, Flease call if yor have any questions.

Sincerely,
V' ey

Iatricia Dunmire Bragg

471311
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January 25, 2000

via facsimile (303) 23{-3781and
CiGCromc maif tracey Jenagumms. Fuv

KME FOLA Ummicer

Royalty Mansgement Program
Mineruls ivianagemeni Service
P.0, Bax 25165, Mail Stop 3006
Dicover, GO 80225-5105

Attn: Tracey Fay

Re:  Freedom of Information (FOTA) Requesi dated January 14. 2000
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- This will confirin our conversation this date in which [ advised that we are: willing to pay fees

o wmvretales AU NN fne #ha ol TOTA cnmnand TVorimey Al aoanoarcabian o
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advised that, due to workload and backlog, the information r-quested wil! not be provided

L\Il AANAC A |-|- - f‘m:n ﬂ.n.l-r“ﬂT it J‘Ii'l'l pnﬂllnrl -r\“.l" I'I'H'.lf "I‘tA ﬂrhl‘ﬁ 'I"ﬂf'l f|H'|If'\ Fﬂ" I'\'l'f'\‘ﬂl"ll'l{‘l’ fl'\l:\

a.rga,t;\.; Tl b A CF LT R ¥y

mfonna.uon will be nnd-Febmary.

| appreciate your calling. Please call if you have any further questions.

Sinecn:ly,
Pamma ire Brdﬁ v

175021
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via electronic-mail david. guzyi@mms. gov
and facsimile (303) 23i-3383

January 26, 2000
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Dear David-
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F Rute Froposal - Lstabiishing Oi Value for Koyalty Due on
ep. 73820, dated December 30, 1999

Thank you for meeting with me last week in Denver cunﬁrming, that the information
contamad on the MME websiic www mims, gov (which inciudes the Federal Regisier notices,
notices of the workshops, comments and other publ:r mformdtlon) and information
submitted by MMS to and the clearances reecived by MMS fow OMB consumures the

admmmlmtwf: record for the oil valuation rule.

When the rule was first proposed on January 24, 1997 (62 Fed. Reg 3742). we agked for and
received The r‘|Mn k:nrnndd-mm" and !.u;dﬁ}'l}'?ﬂn u.ur.uJ 3i3 uscd lJ_y MIVIS L1 calc Uldlll’)g he
CCONOMIC Impact nfthL proposed rute. This Lmdcrlymlj data was hclptul mdeed essential,

(4] llndFrkl.qm'llncJ MMS”® d-'ih!-\'\u.n'.' I wonld appreciale you j_“uv" ;,—g e saune daut ior the

new MMS calculations of $67 5 million comained in the December 30, 1999 praposal.

Thank you for your assistance in these maiters Please call if I can answer any questions.

Sincegely,

b . B

)
%::ia l)amirc Bragg; E

LYEVL|
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via jucsimile and
certified matf, return receipt requesied

RMP FOILA Olficer

Royalty Management Program
Minerals Manapement Service
PO Box 25165, Mail Stop 3006
Denver, CO 80225-0165

Paper Fax: (303) 231-3781
E-Fax: (303) 445-8761

E-mail: rmpfoia{@mms.gov
Attn: Ms, Laurita Sumimerton

Mo I n'\-r\ulnn-\ uf Inh'\n'n-'.\hr\n {l {3l A\ K-

Dear Lanrita:
Pursuant to your voice-mail of today, [ am requesting that you append the information 1 requested
i my recent letter to David Guzy to the existing January 14, 2000 Freedom of Information Act

request pending in your office. We ask that your response be directed to the understgned,

We look torward to receipt of these materials. Thank you for your prompt attention 10 this matter.
Please call it vou have any guestions.

Sincereiy,

Jr’(‘\fmkﬁ—

smiline wpd
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