United States Department of the Interior

MINERALS MANAGEMENT 5ERVICE
Rovalry Managemnent Fiogram
P (Y Hox 75105
Uenver, Colorado BOR25-0168

DAD/PSO 2000-035-30-06-02 “
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Mail Stop 3006 /\ < ﬁ)l \

Ms. Leza Conhife ;
Fulbright & Jaworski LLY | MAY 31 2000 N e\
801 Pennsylvania Avenue, WY

Washington, D.C. 20004-2615

Dear Ms. Conliffe:

This is in response to your February 8, 2000, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request (copy as Enclosure
1.

Enclosure 2 contains 50 pages of documents from the Minerals Management Service Royalty Management
Program (MMS/RMP) that are responsive your request.

Our policy, in keeping with the spirit of the FOIA, 1s the prompt reicase of recurds 10 116 greaicst Caint
possible. At the same time, we must protect the rights of individuals and the administrative processes
surrounding such rights, "The FOIA regulations require us v withhiold information srotected under FOIA
exemptions at 43 CFR § 2.13 (1999) when disclosure is prohibited by statute or Executive Order, or if sound

grounds exist to apply an exemption.

The appearanve of privileged aid confidential data in the enclosed matenal establishes a sound ground for
-applying Exemption 4 of the FOIA, which exempts from disclosurk * . . . trade secrets and commercial or

o ncial information chiained from a person and privileged or confidential. We apply this exemption

hecause we believe that the public release of this information could jeopardize the competitive and financial

standing af thace r_\gﬂ_‘jgs ascociated with it.
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We have deleted certain price and value information, bid amounts and industry strategy details. We have
replaced such information with the marking w3 _4" 1o indicate that the material s withheld under Exemption 4
of the FOIA.

Also under Exemption 4, we are withholding the following documents in their entirety:

Consultant’s Letter Qctober 6, 1999 - 1 page
Consultant’s Keport Sepicmber, 1957 4 pages
Consultant’s Letter October 6, 1999 2 pages

We believe that the release of these documents could compromise the program's effectiveness and the
p -
government's interest in obtaining 2 fair market value for its mineral production. These documents cont2in

specific information that was used to determine the minimum bid threshold.



[ ]

Ms. Leza Conliffe

Other withheld information in the enclosed materials describes the government’s strategy in

determining the minimum bid threshold and the volumes offered for bid. We are withholding this

ytion hecause its release could comnromise the program’s effectiveness and the government’s
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interest in obtaining a fair market value for its mineral production. We have replaced such
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As the Royalty Management Program FOIA Officer, I am the official denying a portion of your request. If

comts Aignmman with this datarmminntion vat have tha rioht under Denartment of the Interior reenlatione ar 42
YOU QISAE- ¥WILLL LI Wi biod TRMAILIELLy FLite Lis Toe Sisks & dpmadd ISAImwd e prins 32255255 25 SRS S2STHE ST SRS AtemT m v

CFR § 2.18 {1999) to appeal Lo

Frcedom of Information Act Appeals Officer
Office of Information Resources Management
Mail Stop 5312

1849 C Street, NW '

Washington, DC 20240

Your written appeal musl be delivered to the FOTA Appeals Officer no later than 20 working days from the
date of this letter. The appeal must include copics of your original request and of the initial denial. To
expedite the appellate process and to ensure full consideration of your appeai, mciude # bricl siicment as to

why you believe this decision is in error. Both the envelape containing the appeal and the face of the appeal
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itself shouid inciude the legend “FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT AFTEAL.
In accordance with 43 CFR * 2.20{a){1) {199%), we assess user foos wo fulfill a FOIA request. Persomng!
charges cover our costs to conduct document searches and to review, identify, and delete privileged and

~ 1 o o Pl alnmans anuvor tha dirant ancte Al rraviding the matanal  Srtandard sharosc
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are!
Professional support $18.60/hour Computer/mag tapes $25.00/each
Clerical SLITINOET % 9.20/hour CD-ROM ¥ 6.00/each
Photocopies $ .13/page 8 mm. tapes £10.00/each
Microfiche $ .08/page Computer Diskettes $ 1.25/each

Computer (CPU) time  $35.00/minute ($25.00 minimum)
Fees for overdue bills include 2 $35 administrative charge plus interest at the prevailing Treasury rate.

Enclosure 3 is a bill for $80.57, the cost 1o tulfill your request.

-

Sincerely,

0\>

lLaurita C. Summerton
Freedom of
Information Act Officer

Enclosures



bov: RN bie (rua-1i)
MM FULA UTHECT, VD 2200 (£.1)
PS5O Chron, M5 3006
RVD FOLA Coordinartor, M3 3120 (n.e.) *
ARD FOIA Coordinator, MS$ 3132 (et.)
WASC FOIA Coordinator, MS 2730 (et
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